
GENERAL TOURNAMENT RULES

Northwest Division of BowlsUSA
September 4, 2018
1. TOURNAMENTS

A. As a minimum, the Northwest Division of BowlsUSA (Division) shall annually sponsor the following NW Division   

Tournaments, Open tournaments and Play downs;


Men’s Pair’s U.S. Championship Play downs

Women’s Pairs U.S. Championship Play downs

Men’s Singles U.S. Championship Play downs


Women’s Singles U.S. Championship Play downs

Division Open 

Short Jack Pairs Open 
NW Team Event, as per section 1.J
Novice (entrants must have less than 3 years of bowling experience)
B. Any open tournament or event attracting less than four teams for two consecutive years may be removed from the schedule unless specifically rescheduled by the Board. When there are insufficient entries for a gender specific event, entries may be combined.
C. The Tournament Director (Director) may organize games in the following formats:

1. Round Robin Play shall have each team play each of the other teams. Random draw shall determine the placement of teams on the tournament chart.  Each game is scored 2 points for a win, 1 point for a tie and 0 points for a loss.  The team having the most points at the end of play shall be declared the winner.  Ties shall be broken in the following manner:

a. Two teams tied – Head to Head; if still tied use “5 plus-points”; if still tied use Total Plus / Minus Points “percentage points”; and if still tied the Director may divide the prize money equally among the tied teams or call for a 3-end tie-breaker game.

b. Three or more teams tied – Any team that has beaten all the tied teams shall be placed ahead of the other teams.  Where no team can claim victory over all the others use 5 plus-points, if still tied use total plus-points; and if still tied the Director may divide the prize money equally among the tied teams or, call for a mini round robin of two-end games between the tied teams.

2. Pennant Play shall give each team 3 games daily. Random draw shall determine team position on the tournament chart. Ties shall be broken as in Round Robin Play above.

3. Flight system play may be used with the following options:

Option 1 The field of entrants shall be divided into two or more flights. A random draw shall determine the placement of teams in flights.  Each flight will play a round robin and the winner shall move on to play the winner(s) of the other flight(s). All flight losers are out but may continue to bowl among themselves on unoccupied rinks. In the case of a two-flight tournament, the two flight winners play one game to decide first and second place and the two teams finishing second in their flight play one game for third and fourth.  In the case of a four-flight tournament, flight 1 winner plays flight 2 winner and flight 3 winner plays flight 4 winner. Then winners play winners for first and second place and losers play losers for third and fourth.

Option 2 The field of entrants shall be placed by a random draw and play 3 games.  Flights shall then be determined by the win/loss record of each team.  Each flight shall consist of a minimum of 4 teams (or as close as possible to 4 teams) and shall play a round robin or pennant play to determine the final ranking.  Any ties shall be broken as determined in Section 1.C.1.
Option 3 The Tournament Director may modify the format for flight system play to provide a meaningful competition based on the number of entries and the time available.

       4. Double Elimination Play shall place each team in the field by random draw.  After the first game the field is split into two brackets, winners and losers. Teams losing their game in the losers bracket are eliminated, teams losing their game in the winners bracket move to the losers bracket.  The last team in the losers bracket will play the last team in the winners bracket until one team has two losses. 

D. The Director shall accept entries from all qualified entrants up to three days before the scheduled day of play.  The Director may accommodate late entries on the day of the tournament; however, if a late entry causes additional bye games in the draw the Director shall reject the late entry.  Except for US Championship Play downs, entrants in a gender specific event that has been cancelled for lack of entries may participate in the opposite gender’s event.

E. The Director shall post the rules of play, at the place of play, prior to the beginning of the tournament. The rules shall be explained, and then shall not be changed once play has begun.

F. The site of the U.S. Championship Division Playdowns shall be rotated annually if so determined by the Board. No other tournament shall be scheduled at the green of a Playdown during its scheduled dates. Two games per day shall be scheduled. The Pairs Play downs shall be held first and double elimination shall be the play format, unless there are 8 or less teams, in which case play format shall be Round Robin.  Singles games shall be played to 21-points and pairs games to 18-ends.  Tied games shall be resolved by bowling one additional end. An entrant’s home club, as determined by their BowlsUSA membership as of the first Saturday of May of the current year, must be within the Northwest Division.
1. The Play Downs may be held on consecutive weekends, to include Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, at the discretion of the Director. If the numbers of teams warrant additional play time, play may be held at different venues if necessary as Play Downs continue.
2. Tie-Breaking Rules: the Tournament Director will announce the length (points or ends) of play-off games.  When possible full-length games will be played: However, weather and/or time constraints shall allow the Tournament Director to change this condition.  If there is a two-way tie, based on match points, there will be a ONE game playoff.  In the event of a 3, 4, 5 or 7 way tie, points FOR and AGANST the teams in round robin will be totaled.  The team with the highest net points from that calculation will be seeded #1., the second highest will be seeded #2, etc.  If the calculation of the new points results in a minus, the team with the LEAST MINUS will be seeded ahead of another having a greater MINUS.  If the calculation of new points results in a tie then points FOR will be divided by the sum of the points FOR and the points AGAINST.  The resulting higher percentage will be seeded higher.  In the unlikely but possible event that this calculation results in a tie, the results of the head-to-head match during the round robin will determine the higher seed.  The seeded teams will play off according to the charts attached to this document
G. The site of the Short Jack Pairs, Division Open, and Team Event shall be rotated annually as determined by the Board.  The Director shall choose the play format.

H. Host Club
1. The minimum duties of the host club shall include:

a. Mow and, where possible, roll the green each morning for Play downs.

b. Mow and, where possible, roll the green at least every other morning for events lasting more than 2 days.

c. Set up rinks, using the best rinks available for play.


d. Provide drinking water on the green.
2. The host club shall be compensated as set forth in Section 3.B. "FEES AND PRIZES".

I. The Director shall make a report to the NW Games Chair containing the results and number of participants of all tournaments.  The Director shall provide a copy of the report to the NW Division Secretary for all Play downs and open Division tournaments.

J. In order to foster competition among the Clubs of the NW Region, as well as among the individual members, an additional event, the Cascadia Challenge, to be held at least once each year, is established.  The Tournament Director will determine the format of play and order of play among the teams.  Bowler participation is limited to members of clubs in the Northwest Division. 
 

Bowlers may only bowl on teams from their home club with limited exceptions, which are:

        1- Two clubs which are unable to field an entire first team in the event may combine to form a single team entry;

        2- Players from any of the clubs, not on a team entered by their club, may join together as a combined entry; the intent of this exception is to broaden participation, not to permit top players in the Region to opt out of playing on their club's teams in order to combine with similar players. 
        3- The Home Club of each such player has the option of requiring that player to bowl on the club's team. If the player refuses, the club may require that the Tournament Director disqualify the player from participation.

 

 Priority for entry of a team in the event is as follows:
        1- Each club or combination of clubs is allotted one entry.
        2. The largest club is allotted a second entry.
        3. The next largest club is allotted a second entry and so on through all clubs with an entire team entered.

        4. Repeat the process of 2 and 3 above for a third team entry if clubs’ desire to field a third entry.

        5. Other combined entries may fill available entry slots.

 

Team entries, by club and preferably naming players, must be provided to the Director 3 days before the event so as to provide an opportunity for extra team entries to form themselves.

2. GREENS
A. Greens to be used for Open Division Tournaments and U.S. Championship Playdowns shall comply with the following requirements:
1. Two weeks prior to the scheduled tournament, the host club shall verify their green to be either ”playable” or “unplayable”.

2. If the green is deemed unplayable, the host club shall attempt to find a replacement venue and notify the Director of their findings. After consultation with the NW President, the Director may either move the event to the replacement venue or cancel it, if an open tournament.

3. The green shall not be watered for at least 24 hours prior to the start of the tournament.  During an event, irrigation of the green shall be on an” as-needed basis” and then only following the days’ play and not on the morning preceding play.

B. In addition to rule 2.A. GREENS above, the pace of the green for U.S. Championship Playdowns shall be ten or more seconds.  The host club shall verify the speed of the green two weeks prior to the scheduled Playdown and immediately notify the Director that the green meets the specified pace.

3. FEES AND PRIZE MONEY
A. Each participant shall be assessed an entry fee for each event entered according to the following schedule:

1. $40 -Playdowns and any Open Division event of two (2) or more days

2. $25 -Any one day Open Division Event

3. $10 –Novice

Tournament fees may be altered at the discretion of the Tournament Director.

B.  The entry fees shall be disbursed in the following manner:

1. 25% to the Host Club. 

2. 25 % to the Division Travel Fund.
3. 50 % for the event Prize Money.
C. Prize money (rounded to the nearest dollar on an individual basis) shall be awarded according to the following schedule:



18 teams

8-17 teams

5-7 teams

4 teams



or more







or less

1st Place

40%

50%


60%


100%

2nd Place
30%

30%


40%


0%

3rd Place
20%

20%


0%


0%

4th Place
10%

0%


0%


0%

D. Prize Money for Flight System shall be:

# of Flights

2 

3


4


5

Championship Flight
1st 50%

1st 40%


1st 40%


1st 40%



2nd 30%

2nd 30%


2nd 25%


2nd 25%

Flight 2


1st 20%

2nd 20%


2nd 20%


2nd 15%

Flight 3




1st 10%


1st 10%


1st 10%

Flight 4







1st 5%


1st 5%

Flight 5










1st 5%

E. Prize money for Playdowns shall be collected and paid into the NW Division Travel Fund. The NW Division Board shall determine how the Travel Fund is disbursed.
F.  Inasmuch as the team events involve double the normal number of games, the number of teams entered shall be doubled to determine which prize money category applies.
4.  RULES
A. The current edition of “BowlsUSA Laws of the Sport of Bowls” shall govern all games.  Umpires shall be designated prior to the start of play.  In addition to the Laws of the Game the following rules will govern in Division tournaments.

  Per Rule 64 – A game shall be forfeited to an opponent or opponents when: 

1. An ineligible player or a player who has been disqualified, in accordance with these laws, takes part in a game ; or

2. An umpire has noted specific infractions of these laws and after carefully warning the offending play or players, considers that the infractions are continuing and deliberate, or

3. A team or Singles player has not arrived or is not ready for play within 30 minutes of the starting time for any round of an event.

B.  No player in a competition will be allowed to practice on a rink used in said competition on the day of play, or during play, if that player is scheduled for competition on said rink.  This provision shall be under penalty of disqualification, except where changes in tournament format or scheduling compel a player to do so.  The Tournament Director may allow trial ends.

C. Where not covered by the Laws of the Game, player violation of any other Laws or Rules shall be handled under the following procedure:

1. The Director shall immediately inform the player of the alleged violation and that the matter will be referred to the Board for disciplinary action if not then corrected.

2. If the alleged violation is not then corrected, the Director shall promptly send a written report to the Tournament Director with a recommendation as to what specific disciplinary action they deem appropriate.

3. The Tournament Director shall review the written report, indicate thereon whether they are in agreement and promptly forward the report to the President of the Northwest Division.

4. If the President agrees that disciplinary action is called for, the President shall prepare a charge of misconduct and serve same upon the alleged violator.

5. The charge shall specify the alleged violation, point out the possibility of disciplinary action and invite the alleged violator to rebut the charge at the Board’s next meeting. 

6. Upon due deliberation of any such charge, the Board shall determine by majority vote whether a violation of any Laws or Rules did occur and further shall specify what, if any, disciplinary action it endorses.

7. The Board shall have the power to take disciplinary actions as follows:


a. Issue a written reprimand.


b. Bar the player from future Division events for up to one year.


c. Extend the bar from one year to two years.

D. Full authority shall be vested in the Director to deal with any situation, disputes, or questions arising from the games. All decisions handed down by the Director shall be based on a point-of-fact of the correct interpretation of the Laws of the Game and within the constitutional framework.

E. In case of dissatisfaction with a decision or ruling, a protest must be made in writing and delivered to the Division Secretary within 72 hours for resolution as outlined in Section 4.D. A fee of $20 must accompany the protest, which shall be forfeited to the Division if the Board upholds the decision outlined in the protest.

F.  The Director can designate an individual to stand in their place for any tournament if they are unable to attend.

5. ETIQUETTE

Participants shall be courteous, respectful of other bowler’s rights and display good sportsmanship. Participants shall abide by any standing rules of the host club that are not in direct conflict with The Laws of the Game.

6. AMENDMENTS
These Tournament Rules may be amended by majority vote of the Board members present at any duly constituted meeting. 

Amended as follows:  April 27,2002

1.
III.B.2: Changes 20 % to read 10 %

2.
III.B.3: Changed 55 % to read 65 %

Amended as follows June 21, 2007:

      1.
     Added Paragraph J to Tournament Rules NW Region BowlsUSA Part I


      2.          Added paragraph E to Tournament Rules NW Region Part III

Revised generally and revision adopted August 14, 2010

Amended as follows: August 13, 2011 

      1.
    I. F. Double Elimination to be preferred type of play
     2.        I. F. 1. Days of play and venue
________________________________

Howard Syder, President

Amended as follows: May 28, 2016 

1. I. A. Typos
2. I. F. Home Club membership date by first Saturday of May of the current year
3. IV A Typos
Amended as follows: June 30, 2016 

1. I. F. 1. Typo
Amended as follows: August 24, 2017

1. III. B. Changed payout to 25% / 25% / 50%

_____________________________________
Ernie Carlson, Secretary
Amended September 4, 2018

Formatting and typos, changed entry fees, added Cascadia Challenge tournament.

_____________________________________
Ernie Carlson, Secretary

